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SUBJECT: EXCELSIOR EDITORIAL CONTRADICTS ECHEVERRIA 
REF: MEXICO 13934 

1 . SUMMARY: AN EXCELSIOR EDITORIAL HAS OPENLY REFUTED 
PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA'S ASSERTION THAT HE WILL LEAVE A "TRANQUIL" 
COUNTRY TO HIS SUCCESSOR, AN INDICATION THAT THE PRESIDENTIAL 
POWER TO INTIMIDATE POTENTIAL CRITICS IS SLIPPING. END SUMMARY. 

2. PARA 5 REF NOTED THAT CRITICISM OF PRESIDENT ECHEVERRIA, 
USUALLY INDIRECT, IS BECOMING MORE OPEN IN THE WANING DAYS OF 
THE INCUMBENT ADMINISTRATION. A NOVEMBER 3 EXCELSIOR 
EDITORIAL TAKING DIRECT ISSUE WITH A STATEMENT BY THE PRESI- 
DENT PROVIDES A STRIKING EXAMPLE. 

3. PRESIDENT, SPEAKING AT INAUGURATION OF DAM IN CHIAPAS 
STATE 1 1/2, SAID THAT HE WAS LEAVING TO HIS SUCCESSOR A 
"TRANQUIL" COUNTRY, WITH NO MORE ANXIETIES THAT WAS 
NORMAL IN A DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY. IN RESPONSE EXCELSIOR 
EDITORIAL SAID THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS WOULD BE DIS 
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SITUATION, SINCE THERE WAS NO CORRELATION BETWEEN IT 
AND THE PRESIDENT'S DESCRIPTION OF IT. EDITORIAL ADDED 
IT DID NOT BELIEVE THE FUTURE WOULD NECESSARILY BE 
CATASTROPHIC, BUT CALLED FOR MORE REALISM IN PUBLIC 
PRONOUNCEMENTS . 

4. COMMENT: WHILE NEW EXCELSIOR EDITORS ARE ANXIOUS 

TO SHOW THEIR INDEPENDENCE OF THE ECHEVERRIA ADMINISTRATION 
IN ORDER TO REFUTE THE PREVAILING BELIEF THAT 
ECHEVERRIA MANAGED THE OUSTER OF SCHERER GARCIA FROM 
EXCELSIOR LAST IULY, THE EDITORIAL NONETHELESS IS A GOOD 
EXAMPLE OF THE PRESIDENT'S WANING ABILITY TO COMMAND 
THE RESPECT AND SYCOPHANCY WHICH IS NORMALLY HIS DUE. 

5. THE PRESIDENT S CLAIM OF TURNING OVER A HOUSE IN 
GOOD ORDER, AND EXCELSIOR'S REFUTATION, ALSO INDICATES 
THAT ECHEVERRIA IS A BIT WORRIED ABOUT HIS PLACE IN 
MEXICAN HISTORY AND THAT PROBABLY A GOOD MANY MEXICANS 
ARE EQUALLY DESIROUS OF KEEPING THE RECORD STRAIGHT. 
CALDERHEAD 
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